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Star quality for Hobart

An increasing number of international acts are adding Tasmania to their tour list thanks to a growing reputation for quality venues, supportive crowds and close relationships between local venues and top national promoters.

And Wrest Point – voted Tasmania’s best entertainment venue in 2008 by the Australian Hotels Association – continues to raise the bar with a stellar line-up of shows in 2009 befitting its new title. These include Jose Gonzalez, Adam Brand, Roberta Flack and the Tasmanian Symphony Orchestra, The Waifs, Eric Bibb, Paul Kelly, Dylan Moran, Adam Hills and Akmal in the next three months alone, bringing everything from comedy to country, orchestra to alternative to Hobart.

The 2008 entertainment award capped off a huge year for the venue that included performances from star acts such as Kasey Chambers, the Presets, the Whitlams, Don McLean and Rufus Wainwright; the introduction of the Melbourne-style Onyx Bar and continued refurbishment of the entertainment precinct.

 “In the past few years we have seen a lot more international acts add Tasmania to their list on the strength of Wrest Point’s reputation as a venue and the reception they receive from Tasmanian crowds,” Federal Group Entertainment Manager Susan Farrell said. “Tasmania as a tourism destination is also becoming more attractive, which appeals to a lot of these acts.”

Well-known Australian promoter Michael Chugg said relationships with venues such as Wrest Point were invaluable in getting international acts to Tasmania.

“Chugg Entertainment is always thrilled to work with Susan Farrell and the team at Wrest Point on tours going to Tasmania,” he said. “Using their collective wealth of local knowledge they constantly endeavour to assist in every aspect of the tour from ticketing, to marketing support, to ensuring artists and tour personnel are tremendously well looked after and all of their requirements are not only met, but superseded.” 

The opening late last year of Onyx Bar (formerly the Sports Bar) completed three floors of high-class wining and dining at the entry of the Wrest Point Entertainment Centre, complimenting Pier One Restaurant and Bar on the waterfront and The Loft bistro overlooking the water. 

The existing Sports Bar has been tastefully renovated by Melbourne’s BURO architects and interiors, whose portfolio includes The Botanical and Press Club restaurants and the Victorian Wine Precinct in Melbourne. 

Featuring live acoustic music Friday and Saturday nights and soothing views over the water, the transformation into Onyx Bar is outstanding, with smooth lines and the cool feature bar in onyx-like finish, which (not surprisingly) is where this bar gets its name. 

“In addition to the large number of shows we have each year, Wrest Point hosts many conferences, charity fundraising balls and sporting celebrations, and we have large numbers of people dining out in our four restaurants each night,” Wrest Point General Manager Michael Davey said.

“The opening of Onyx has provided a contemporary space for people to meet before or after their show or dinner, or to just sit and have a quiet drink and unwind.

“What we provide now is a total entertainment experience – a complete night out from start to finish under one roof.”

Mr Davey said Wrest Point continued to be recognised for its outstanding facilities and service, with other 2008 awards being:

· Best Meetings & Business Tourism venue, Tasmanian Tourism Awards

· Best Tourism Education & Training venue, Tasmanian Tourism Awards

· Best Employee (Food & Beverage) – Zoe Stephens, Event Co-ordinator, Conference and Banquets, Australian Hotels Association Awards for Excellence (Tas)
· Best Hotel in Tasmania (2007 & 2008), HotelClub Awards (voted by customers in Australia, New Zealand and the South Pacific

“These awards recognise that Wrest Point is not only a premier tourism provider in Hobart, but that we have a strong reputation in the rapidly growing conference sector as well,” he said. 

Mr Davey said the property already had 10 major conferences of 200 or more delegates booked in for 2009. 

“With the current economic downturn and negative predictions for the state’s tourism industry, it’s good to know we still hold strong with both the tourism and conference markets,” he said. “We’re also well into the planning of the popular Girls’ Day Out Expo in July, which attracts around 3000 people each year.”
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