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In 1939, with Hobart suffering under challenges of the Great Depression and the onset of World War II, Tasmanian tourism pioneer Arthur J. Drysdale realised his dream, opening an international resort-style hotel on the banks of the Derwent River – the Wrest Point Riviera Hotel.

The hotel was a sign of hope for a generation. Built during the Depression, it provided jobs for many local men and women and was a social hub for Hobart’s elite and soldiers and visitors alike. In 1947, his dream fulfilled, Arthur Drysdale sold his hotel to Federal Hotels Ltd.  Federal Hotels Ltd began in Victoria in June 1885, and is Australia’s oldest hotel group and the second oldest in the world. The chairman of Federal Hotels Ltd, Mr Greg Farrell Snr, was also a man of vision. His dream for Wrest Point Riviera Hotel was that it should one day become Australia’s first legal casino.

Australia’s first legal casino, Wrest Point, was opened to much fanfare on February 10, 1973. By 1978, after five years of operation, it had entertained more than five million visitors and held more than 100 conventions and trade gatherings. Federal Hotels Ltd, now known as The Federal Group, is now a family owned and run company by Greg Farrell Snr’s five children.

In the past 34 years Wrest Point has celebrated many other landmarks, opening the Conference Centre in 1984, and hosting many high-profile visitors including Queen Elizabeth II, Prince Charles and Crown Prince Frederik and Crown Princess Mary of Denmark.

In 2004 it opened Tasmania’s first five-star hotel rooms, and refurbishment continues on the iconic tower. Wrest Point also features five bars and four restaurants, a large conference centre and entertainment facilities that host many local, national and international acts.
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